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(57) ABSTRACT

Target land area is three-dimensionally located using an opti-
cal sensor and a radar sensor in satellites. The positions of the
satellites are measured and images are captured when the
sensors point toward land areas. The aiming direction of the
optical sensor for each area is measured. The distance
between each area and the radar sensor pointing thereto is
measured. Images of land areas captured by the sensors and
covering common areas are matched. The distance between
the target area selected from the common areas and the optical
sensor is accurately determined on the basis of the positions
of the sensors, the distance between the target area and the
radar sensor, and the aiming direction of the optical sensor,
which are associated with the images covering the target area.
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THREE-DIMENSIONAL LOCATION OF
TARGET LAND AREA BY MERGING
IMAGES CAPTURED BY TWO
SATELLITE-BASED SENSORS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the entry into the U.S. of PCT Applica-
tion Number PCT/EP2010/063260 filed Sep. 9, 2010, which
claims priority to FR0956429, filed Sep. 18, 2009, the
entirety of each of which is hereby incorporated by Refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1)Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to spaceborne
remote sensing of images, in particular for observing the
earth. The invention relates more particularly to a method and
a system for three-dimensional location of a target land area
by merging images captured by two sensors having different
radiometric properties, such as a radar sensor and an optical
sensor, embedded on separate satellites.

Two different sensors produce different images of the same
land scene being observed. If the images are processed sepa-
rately, it is generally not possible to locate the pixels in the
images accurately. It is necessary to resort to additional infor-
mation in the form of a digital elevation model DEM, which
is interpolated to find the location of each small target area for
each image, using the technical features of each sensor.

Processing these images together after corrections of vari-
ous distortions automatically results in the matching of
homologous points in the two images, which are used to
estimate an analytical deformation model based on a calcu-
lation of the degree of similarity and at least one interpolation
for each pair of homologous points.

(2)Description of Related Art

In the article by Jordi Inglada and Alain Giros, “On the
Possibility of Automatic Multisensor Image Registration”,
IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON GEOSCIENCE AND
REMOTE SENSING, vol. 42, no. 10, pages 2104-2120,
October 2004, chapter VI presents the estimation of a topog-
raphy using an optical sensor and a radar sensor on the plat-
forms of two different satellites pointed at a target point. The
height h of the target point on the earth, which is considered
to be flat, is given by the following formula:

h=Ax(tan a;)/((tan o, tan a,)+1)),

wherein o, and o, denote the angles of incidence of the target
point viewed by the sensors in relation to the earth, and Ax
denotes the offset between images of the target point provided
by the sensors. The offset Ax is equal to the sum of the
distance between the projection of the target point on the earth
and the point of intersection of the line of sight of the optical
sensor with the earth and the distance between the projection
of'the target point on the earth and the projection of the target
point on the earth perpendicular to the line of sight of the radar
sensor, assuming a planar wave front emitted by the radar
sensor.

Such an estimation is not accurate enough to locate each
small target area in the images three-dimensionally in order to
record a three-dimensional topography of the scene. The
radar sensor implicitly measures the distance between the
phase center of the antenna and the target area. For this
reason, the angle of incidence associated with the radar sensor
cannot be measured accurately.
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2

If the optical sensor and the radar sensor are embedded on
the platform of a single satellite, that is to say o, =c,=a., the
previous formula is written as follows:

h=Ax(tan a)/((tan c)®+1)), that is to say z=Ax(sin
2a)/2.
In practice, the sensors will not be mounted so as to have an
identical angle of incidence. There will always be abias in the
location calculation.

Each of these formulae means that the height h of the target
point to be measured is proportional to the offset measured
between the images of the target point and independent of the
elevations of the sensors.

This trigonometric approach to merging data from an opti-
cal sensor and a radar sensor is also too simplistic. In order to
have a three-dimensional position, other transformations
linked to the positions and orientations of the sensors must be
taken into account.

The object of the invention is to locate a target land area
three-dimensionally with a greater precision by merging
acquired data from an optical sensor and a radar sensor, as a
function of the positions of the satellites carrying the sensors.

To achieve this object, a method for three-dimensional
location of a target land area by means of an optical sensor and
a radar sensor embedded respectively on satellites, compris-
ing measuring the positions of the satellites when the sensors
point at land areas, is characterized in that it comprises mea-
suring a sight direction of the optical sensor and capturing an
image of a land area for each of the measured positions of the
optical sensor, measuring the distance between a land area
and the radar sensor and capturing an image of the land area
for each of the measured positions of the radar sensor, com-
paring the images captured by the optical sensor and the
images captured by the radar sensor, matching the images of
land areas captured by the optical and radar sensors and
covering common land areas, and determining the distance
between the target land area selected from the common land
areas and the optical sensor as a function of the positions of
the sensors, the distance between the target land area and the
radar sensor, and the sight direction of the optical sensor,
which are associated with the images captured by the optical
and radar sensors covering the target land area.

The distance between the target land area and the optical
sensor is thus determined as a function of simple data mea-
sured accurately, in particular on board co-located satellites,
by an approach involving the merging of two equations relat-
ing to the sensors, without making approximations regarding
the position of the satellites, allowing the position of the target
land area viewed by the sensors to be provided with great
accuracy.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention can be used to establish a three-dimensional
digital elevation model of the scene or for accurate carto-
graphic projections from the recording of the images pro-
vided respectively by the satellites, using mutual criteria to
harmonize the disparities between two images of the same
target land area captured at a priori different instants by the
sensors. In addition, the current use of only optical sensors, or
radar sensors, of very high resolution and the need to produce
high-quality digital elevation models justify the industrial use
of the invention which, owing to the combination of data
provided by an optical sensor and data provided by a radar
sensor, is not very complex.

As will be seen below, determining the distance between
the target land area and the optical sensor comprises solving
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a quadratic equation of this distance resulting from the com-
bination of two equations linked to the sensors. Solving the
quadratic equation comes down to determining the following
two solutions of distance:

6:7;OT(FR_FO)I([XOT(FR_FO)]z_ ‘FR‘
Fo‘z_'_dRz) 2

in which 3 o and 3  denote the positions of the satellites
embedding the optical sensor and the radar sensor, d denotes
the distance between the target land area and the radar sensor

and Ho denotes the sight direction of the optical sensor
towards the target land area, and

selecting the one of the two solutions of distance which is less
than the radius of the earth.

The invention also relates to a system and a device for
three-dimensional location of a target land area.

The system comprises an optical sensor and a radar sensor
embedded respectively on satellites, a means for measuring
positions of the satellite embedding the optical sensor when
the optical sensor is capable of pointing at land areas, and a
means for measuring positions of the satellite embedding the
radar sensor when the radar sensor is capable of pointing at
land areas. The system is characterized in that it comprises a
means for measuring a sight direction of the optical sensor
and capturing an image of a land area for each of the measured
positions of the optical sensor, a means for measuring the
distance between a land area and the radar sensor and captur-
ing an image of the land area for each of the measured posi-
tions of the radar sensor, a means for comparing images
captured by the optical sensor and images captured by the
radar sensor, a means for matching images of land areas
captured by the optical and radar sensors and covering com-
mon land areas, and a means for determining the distance
between the target land area selected from the common land
areas and the optical sensor as a function of the positions of
the sensors, the distance between the target land area and the
radar sensor, and the sight direction of the optical sensor,
which are associated with the images captured by the optical
and radar sensors covering the target land area.

The device is capable of receiving measured positions of
satellites when an optical sensor and a radar sensor embedded
respectively on satellites are capable of pointing at land areas,
forlocating a target land area three-dimensionally. The device
is characterized in that it comprises a means for comparing
images of land areas captured by the optical sensor and asso-
ciated with measured positions and measured sight directions
of'the optical sensor and images of land areas captured by the
radar sensor and associated with measured positions of the
radar sensor and with measured distances from the radar
sensor, a means for matching images of land areas captured
by the optical and radar sensors and covering common land
areas, and a means for determining the distance between the
target land area selected from the common land areas and the
optical sensor as a function of the positions of the sensors, the
distance between the target land area and the radar sensor, and
the sight direction of the optical sensor, which are associated
with the images captured by the optical and radar sensors
covering the target land area.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features and advantages of the present invention
will become clearer upon reading the following description of
a plurality of embodiments of the invention given as non-
limiting examples, with reference to the corresponding
appended drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 shows schematically a system for a three-dimen-
sional location of a target land area according to the invention;
and

FIG. 2 is an algorithm of a method for a three-dimensional
location of a target land area according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVETION

With reference to FIG. 1, a system for a three-dimensional
location of a target land area comprises an optical sensor CO,
a radar sensor CR and a device DL for a three-dimensional
location of a land area. The optical sensor CO is carried on the
platform of a first satellite STO. The optical sensor comprises
aninternal imaging system having a matrix of charge-coupled
photodetectors CCD situated in the focal plane of an optical
system, the line of sight of which has a directionin relation to
the earth which can be measured by means for measuring a
sight direction, here the sensor, and an analog and digital
electronic part for reproducing and storing two-dimensional
images. The radar sensor CR is a synthetic aperture imaging
radar SAR carried on the platform of a second satellite STR.
The device DL may comprise for example a computer situ-
ated on the ground and for example connected to or integrated
in at least one land station ST for multi-satellite tracking in
communication with the satellites STO and STR and syn-
chronous with the satellite clocks.

The optical sensor CO and the radar sensor CR transmit
signals s, and s, which are relayed by the station ST to the
device DL in order for the station to periodically acquire
various digital data transmitted by the satellites, such as geo-
graphical positions of the satellites measured thereby with
timestamp data. The signals s, and s, can carry at a priori
different instants respectively an optical image IO and a radar
image IR with their respective dates, each covering a target
land area ZC. The instants of capturing the optical image and
the radar image may differ by a few hours, days or months.
Each sensor stores images of respective land areas and
retransmits them in a conventional manner with data of the
sensor and of the satellite embedding the sensor to the device
DL via the station ST when said station is directly exposed to
the satellite antenna in order for the device DL to record the
data and subsequently process it according to the invention.

The target land area ZC is very small compared to the
surface of the earth E. For example, the area ZC has a diam-
eter of a few meters and is located by its central point on the
surface of the earth. The area ZC is to be located by the device
DL in relation to a three-dimensional frame of reference
OXYZ which is for example fixed and linked to the earth and
of'which the origin O is at the center of the earth. In the frame
of reference OXYZ, the sought position of the target area ZC

is defined by a position vector ﬁc(pC(X), Pc(Y), pA(Z)), the
position of the satellite-based optical sensor CO is defined by

a position vector 3O(pOO(), Po(Y), p,(Z)) when the sensor
CO points at the target area ZC, and the position of the
satellite-based radar sensor CR is defined by a position vector

3R(pRO(), Pz(Y), px(Z)), when the sensor CR points at the
target area ZC.

In relation to the optical sensor CO, the position vector ﬁc

of'the target land area ZC depends on the position vector 30
of'the optical sensor CO, on coordinates x and y of the target
area ZC in a frame of reference situated on the focal plane of
the internal optical system of the optical sensor CO, on the
focal distance f of the optical system, on a matrix of rotation
R and on a scale factor k, in accordance with the following
vector equation:
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y
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Pc =Po +kR

which can be written:

X

y
-f

@
= R (Be - Bo) Ik

The matrix of rotation R transforms the coordinates of a
direction vector in the focal plane into the coordinates of this
direction vector in the frame of reference OXYZ linked to the
earth E:

-1
Ro=|r2 rn 3

i ra "13]

Y13 F23 133

The coefficients r; , to r;; of the matrix of rotation R depend
in particular on the orientation of the platform carrying the
optical sensor CO in the satellite STO, on the position and the
orientation of rotating mirrors on the optical path in the opti-
cal system, and on the orientation of the optical sensor in
relation to the receivers in the tracking station ST connected
to the locating device DL and hence in relation to the fixed
frame of reference OXYZ.

The solution of the three collinearity equations deduced
from the vector equation (2) leads to the coordinates x and y
of the target area ZC as a function of the focal distance f and

of'the differences between the coordinates of the position 30
PX), pAY), pA2)) of the target area ZC and of the position

3O(p oX), po(Y), po(Z)) of the optical sensor CO, after
substitution of the factor k deduced from the third collinearity
equation in the first two collinearity equations:

rulpc(X) = po(X)] + rat[pc(Y) + po(Y)] + (3)
- 131[pc(Z) = po(Z2)]
rislpc(X) = po(X)] + ris[pc(Y) = po(Y)] +
r33[pc(Z) = po(2)]
r2lpc(X) = po(X)] + raz[pc(Y) + po(Y)] + 4

- r32[pc(Z) = po(Z)]
ri3[pc(X) = po(X)] + ras[pe(¥) — po(N)] +
r33[pc(Z) = po(2)]

For a single optical image, equations (3) and (4), which
define the coordinates x and y of the target area viewed by the
optical sensor CO dependent on the properties of the optical
sensor, cannot be solved without recourse to an elevation
model DEM of the surface of the earth E.

The vector equation (1) can be written differently accord-
ing to the following equation (5) in which the position of the
target area ZC is expressed as a function of the distance 5 in
meters between the target area ZC and the optical sensor CO

and of a unit vector 0 o inthe sight direction from the optical
sensor towards the target area in the frame of reference
OXYZ:

FC:;O"'éZO

).
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In relation to the radar sensor CR having a known position

— . .
vector p  and situated at a distance d; from the target land
area ZC deduced by means for measuring the distance d,, here
the radar sensor CR, from the radar echo returns received by

the radar sensor CR, the position vector 30 of the target area
is deduced from a first geometric equation in the frame of
reference OXYZ:

Q)

and from a second equation deduced from the Doppler fre-
quency cone having the sensor CR as its apex and relative to
the Doppler frequency {,,, in Hertz of the satellite STR car-

dR:‘FR—FC\

rying the radar sensor CR and having the speed v rinrelation

to the speed 70 of'the target area ZC in the frame of reference
OXYZ, for a radar wavelength A in meters corresponding to
the central frequency of' the radar signals emitted by the radar
sensor CR of the satellite STR towards the target area:

L LT )
2 _
Siaop = 5 % MG}R Vo),
4 (Pr—Pc)

wherein T designates the matrix transposition operator.

Similarly to the two equations (3) and (4), equations (6)
and (7) are ambiguous for a single radar image. External data
in the form of a digital elevation model DEM of the observed
scene around the target area are needed to solve completely
equations (6) and (7), in which the coordinates x and y of the
target area depend on the properties of the radar sensor, in
order to locate the target area via its coordinates.

Thus, the three-dimensional geolocation of the target land
area by each of the two systems of equations (3-4) and (6-7)
is relatively complex, since it has recourse to a digital eleva-
tion model DEM which should be interpolated in order to
locate the target area accurately. For each of these two sys-
tems of equations, this can be avoided by collecting two
images of the target area by the same method, optical orradar,
from a corresponding satellite equipped with an optical sen-
sor or a radar sensor. In the case of a satellite having an optical
sensor, the geolocation is referred to as stereogrammetry. In
the case of a satellite having a radar sensor, the geolocation is
referred to as radargrammetry and comes down to finding the
intersection of two arcs in order to locate the target area
three-dimensionally. With the appearance of global position-
ing systems (GPS) and in the case of satellites equipped with
optical sensors, these difficulties are attenuated somewhat by
modeling the orbit and the orientation of the optical sensors,
leading to the possibility of automatic image processing with-
out external control points.

According to the invention, the locating device DL merges
data from the optical sensor CO in the first satellite STO and
data from the radar sensor CR in the second satellite STR by

replacing the position vector ﬁc of'the target area in equation
(6) by its value deduced from equation (5) in order to obtain
the sought distance & between the target area ZC and the
optical sensor CO:

®

dg=| FR“FO“éZO‘
This equation represents the intersection of the vector 3 R

P =01, with a sphere of radius d,, centered on the radar
sensor CR.

By squaring the two elements of equation (8) there is
obtained:

dR2:(7i FR“FO“éZO)T(pR_FO_ézO)
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and then merging the differences between the position vectors
of the radar sensor and the optical sensor:

dRzz(FR_FO)T(FR_FO)_zézOT(pR_FO )+62;>OT
o
a second degree equation in d is obtained:
8°-24 o (P r~ D )O+H(P r= 8 o) (P P 0)-d&?=0,

the two solutions of which are:

5, :ZOT(FR_FO)*'([ZOT(FR_FO)F_ ‘FR—
B oladg?)\?

62:ZOT(FR_FO)_([ZOT(FR_FO)F_ ‘FR—
Fo Pad2)?

©).

Ofthe solutions §, and d,, the one which is positive and less
than the radius RE of the earth is the correct distance d from
the optical sensor CO to the target area ZC.

With reference now to FIG. 2, the method for a three-
dimensional location of a target land area according to the
invention comprises steps E1 to E8 in order for the device DL
to determine the distance d between a target land area ZC and
the optical sensor CO.

Firstly, at step E1, the tracking station ST periodically
acquires various digital data carried by signals s, and sg
which are emitted by the satellites and including in particular

the geographical positions 30 and 3R, of the satellites STO
and STR, coincident with those of the sensors CO and CR,
measured by means for measuring position, here the satellites
in the fixed frame of reference OXYZ, when the optical
sensor and the radar sensor point respectively at a priori
different land areas. In a variant, the means for measuring the
positions of the satellites STO and STR are the station ST in
conjunction with beacons on the earth. At step E2, images 10
of'land areas Z T, captured by the optical sensor CO and, in
association with each of the captured images 1O, in particular

the measured position 3,0 of the optical sensor CO, the

measured sight direction v o0fthe optical sensor towards the
land area ZT,, in the fixed frame of reference OXYZ and
timestamp data H,, of the capturing of the image 1O are
transmitted via the signal s, by the satellite STO to the track-
ing station ST. The station ST retransmits each captured

image [O with the data 3 10 v 10 and H,, associated with the
image 1O to the device DL, which stores them in a database.
Similarly, in step E3, which may come before or after step E2,
the satellite STR transmits via the signal s images IR of land
areas 7T ;; captured by the radar sensor CR and, in association
with each of the captured images IR, in particular the distance

d, from the radar sensor to the earth E, the position 3 rofthe

radar sensor CR and the sight direction v rOoftheradar sensor
towards the land area ZT; in the frame of reference OXYZ
and timestamp data H, ofthe capturing of the image IR to the
tracking station ST. The tracking station ST retransmits each

captured image IR and the preceding data d , 3 IR H,R and
H; associated with the image IR to the device DL, which
stores them in the database. FIG. 1 shows a single land area
ZT,, captured by the optical sensor CO and a single land area
7T, captured by the radar sensor CR.

Means for comparing images, here the device DL classes
the stored images 10 and IR with their associated stored data

such as 3 10 v 10»and d;z, 3 IR v s Hyz as a function of their
timestamp data. The device DL analyses the images 10 cap-
tured by the optical sensor and the images IR captured by the
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radar sensor and compares their pixels at step E4. Then, the
means for matching images, here the computer, matches and
stores images IO and IR ofland areas ZT,, and Z T ;; covering
common land areas at step E5. An image 1O and an image IR
which are matched have in common at least a predetermined
high number of pixels defining a common land area. The
pixels which differ between the matched images 1O and IR
captured a priori at different instants H,, and H,, may result
from changes to the common land area captured, such as atree
with leaves in summer and the same tree without leaves in
winter, or such as a construction or a vehicle appearing in only
one of the matched images. For two matched images 10 and
IR having in common a target land area ZC, selected from the

common land areas, the device DL reads into memory their
associated data 305310, HOEHIO, Ho=H,, and dz=d,
-  — -  — . .

P =D zr» Ug=U sz, Hx=H,. In particular, the device DL rec-

ognizes the sight direction Ho of the optical sensor CO and

the sight direction v z O0ftheradar sensor CR when the sensors
point at the target land area ZC at instants H,, and H.
Then, at step E6, the means for determining the distance,
here device DL determines the solutions of distance 8, and 8,
between the target land area ZC selected and the optical
sensor CO in accordance with the relationships (9), as a
function of the data associated with the two matched images

including the target land area, such as the positions 30 and

3  of the satellites and hence, the sensors, the distance dg
between the target area and the radar sensor CR, and the sight

direction Ho of the optical sensor CO towards the target area
ZC. At step E7, the device DL compares each of the solutions
of distance d, and &, with the radius RE of the earth and
selects the solution which is positive and less than the radius
RE of the earth and which constitutes the correct distance &
between the optical sensor CO and the target area ZC when
the image 10 was captured.

Finally, the device DI deduces in step Ea the three coordi-

nates of the position vector 3c:30+5ﬁo of the target area
ZC in the frame of reference OXYZ and in particular its
elevation as a function of the distance 9, in accordance with

equation (5). The correct distance d and the position 30 are
determined directly according to the invention, without using
a digital elevation model DEM.

The invention described herein relates to a method, a sys-
tem and a device for locating a target land area three-dimen-
sionally. According to one implementation, the steps of the
method of the invention are determined by the instructions of
a computer program which is incorporated into the device.
The computer program, which can be implemented in the
locating device of the invention, comprises program instruc-
tions which, when said program is executed in the device, the
operation of which is then controlled by the execution of the
program, compare images, match images and determine the
distance between a target area and an optical sensor in accor-
dance with the method of the invention.

The invention consequently also applies to a computer
program, in particular a computer program recorded on or in
a computer-readable recording medium, and any data-pro-
cessing device which is adapted to implement the invention.
This program can use any programming language and be in
the form of source code, object code or intermediate code
between source code and object code, such as in a partially
compiled form, or in any other desired form for implementing
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the method according to the invention. The program may be
downloaded to the device via a communication network, such
as the internet.

The recording medium may be any entity or device capable
of storing the program. For example, the medium may com-
prise a storage means on which the computer program
according to the invention is stored, such as a ROM, for
example a CD ROM or a microelectronic circuit ROM, or else
a USB stick or a magnetic recording means, for example a
floppy disk or a hard disk.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method run on a processor for locating a target land
area (ZC) three-dimensionally by means of an optical sensor
(CO) and a radar sensor (CR) carried respectively in satellites

(STO, STR), comprising measuring the positions (3 10 3 =)
of'the satellites when the sensors point at land areas, wherein

it comprises measuring a sight direction (U 10) of the optical
sensor and capturing an image (I0) of a land area (ZT,,,) for

each of the measured positions (3 10) of the optical sensor
(CO), measuring the distance (d ) between a land area (ZT )
and the radar sensor (CR) and capturing an image (IR) of the

land area (ZT,;) for each of the measured positions (3 =) of
the radar sensor (CR), comparing the images (I0) captured by
the optical sensor (CO) and the images (IR) captured by the
radar sensor (CR), matching the images (10O, IR) of land areas
(ZT 5, ZT ;) captured by the optical and radar sensors and
covering common land areas, and determining the distance
(8) between the target land area selected from the common
land areas and the optical sensor as a function of the positions

(30, 3 ) of the sensors, the distance (d) between the target

land area and the radar sensor, and the sight direction (H o)of
the optical sensor, which are associated with the images cap-
tured by the optical and radar sensors covering the target land
area.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein determining
the distance (8) between the target land area (ZC) and the
optical sensor (CO) comprises solving a quadratic equation of
the distance (9) between the target land area and the optical

sensor dependent on the positions (p. o Y ) of the satellites,
the distance (dz) between the target land area and the radar

sensor, and the sight direction (HO) of the optical sensor
toward the target land area to give two solutions of distance,
and selecting the one of the two solutions of distance which is
less than the radius of the earth.

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein determining
the distance (8) between the target land area (ZC) and the
optical sensor (CO) comprises determining the following two
solutions of distance:

6:7;OT(FR_FO)I([XOT(FR_FO)]z_ ‘FR‘
Fo‘z_'_dRz) 2

in which 30 and 3  denote the positions of the satellites
(STO, STR) carrying the optical sensor (CO) and the radar
sensor (CR), d; denotes the distance between the target land

area and the radar sensor and Ho denotes the sight direction
of the optical sensor towards the target land area, and select-
ing the one of the two solutions of distance which is less than
the radius of the earth.

4. A system for locating a target land area (ZC) three-
dimensionally, comprising an optical sensor (CO) and a radar
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sensor (CR) carried respectively in satellites (STO, STR), a

means (STO) for measuring positions (3,0) of the satellite
(STO) carrying the optical sensor when the optical sensor is
capable of pointing at land areas, and a means (STR) for

measuring positions (3,R) of the satellite (STR) embedding
the radar sensor when the radar sensor is capable of pointing
atland areas, wherein it comprises a means (CO) for measur-

ing a sight direction (0 10) of the optical sensor and capturing
an image (I0) of a land area (ZT,,,) for each of the measured

positions (p. 10) of the optical sensor (CO), a means (CR) for
measuring the distance (d;;) between a land area (Z7T,3) and
the radar sensor and capturing an image (IR) of the land area

(ZT ») for each of the measured positions (3 ) of the radar
sensor, a means (DL) for comparing images (10) captured by
the optical sensor (CO) and images (IR) captured by the radar
sensor (CR), a means (DL) for matching images (I0, IR) of
land areas (Z7T,,, ZT ) captured by the optical and radar
sensors and covering common land areas, and a means (DL)
for determining the distance (3) between the target land area
selected from the common land areas and the optical sensor as
a function of the positions of the sensors, the distance
between the target land area and the radar sensor, and the sight
direction of the optical sensor, which are associated with the
images captured by the optical and radar sensors covering the
target land area.

5. A device (DL) capable of receiving measured positions

(3 105 3,R)0f satellites (STO, STR) when an optical sensor
(CO) and a radar sensor (CR) carried respectively in the
satellites (STO, STR) are capable of pointing at land areas, for
locating a target land area (ZC) three-dimensionally, wherein
it comprises a means (CA) for comparing images (10) of land
areas (Z1,,) captured by the optical sensor (CO) and associ-

ated with measured positions (3 10) and measured sight direc-

tions (H 1o)of the optical sensor (CO) and images (IR) of land
areas (Z1 ) captured by the radar sensor (CR) and associated

with measured positions (3110 of the radar sensor (CR) and
with measured distances (d) from the radar sensor, a means
(CA) for matching images (10, IR) of land areas (Z1,,, ZT )
captured by the optical and radar sensors and covering com-
mon land areas, and a means (CA) for determining the dis-
tance (8) between the target land area selected from the com-
mon land areas and the optical sensor as a function of the

positions (30, 3 z)of the sensors, the distance (d) between
the target land area and the radar sensor, and the sight direc-

tion (U o) of the optical sensor, which are associated with the
images captured by the optical and radar sensors covering the
target land area.

6. A computer program capable of being implemented in a

device (DL) capable of receiving measured positions (3,0,

31R) of satellites (STO, STR) when an optical sensor (CO)
and a radar sensor (CR) embedded respectively on the satel-
lites (STO, STR) are capable of pointing at land areas, for
locating a target land area (ZC) three-dimensionally, wherein
said program comprises instructions which, when the pro-
gram is executed in said device, carry out the steps of com-
paring images, matching images and determining distance as
claimed in claim 1.



